
Dear Neighbor:

By almost any measure, the nation is in a recession, and states across 

America are feeling the eff ects.

Connecticut faces these uncertain times with a biennial budget that 

makes important investments in local schools, roads, health care, 

school readiness, municipal aid, criminal justice programs, and other 

vital needs.

However, state revenue forecasts continue to drop, and just as 

Connecticut’s families are tightening their belts, so must our state 

government. While we held the line on any new spending during this 

past legislative session, we were still able to fi nd ways to help the people 

of our state by enacting long-needed reforms in our criminal justice 

system, health care, consumer protection, and the environment.

As always, I look forward to hearing from you.

 Sincerely,

 Donald DeFronzo

 State Senator

 State Senator

Donald
    DeFronzo

I joined Evelyn Pasco, business development specialist at the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at Central 
Connecticut State University, during Connecticut State University System Day at the State Capitol in April.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
HARTFORD CT

PERM
IT N

O. 3937

Legislative Offi ce Building, Room 2300, Hartford, CT  06106-1591

    Capitol Phone: 240-0595

        E-mail: DeFronzo@senatedems.ct.gov

            Web: www.SenatorDeFronzo.cga.ct.gov

I’m proud to 

represent the 

6th Senate District:

New Britain

Berlin

Farmington

Stay Informed...
For the latest information 

on the issues affecting our district, 

please visit my Web site:

www.SenatorDeFronzo.cga.ct.gov

hbAid For Our Towns
A very important part of my job representing the people of the 6th state 

Senate District is ensuring New Britain, Berlin and Farmington receive their 

fair share of state funding. I am pleased to report the following grants and 

reimbursements from the state in Fiscal Year 2008–2009:

Fiscal Year 08-09

Total Education Grants $85,814,356

Town Aid Road Fund Grant $734,799

Mashantucket Pequot & Mohegan Fund Grant $3,711,582

Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP) $1,207,394

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) $10,992,345

Total $102,460,476

 This newsletter has been printed 

on 100% post-consumer recycled 

paper manufactured entirely with 

Green-e certifi ed wind-generated 

electricity. Please recycle when done.

Opening New Doors for Foreign Language Students
Th e Polish Saturday School in New Britain approached me this year with a 

simple idea—give high school students enrolled in nonprofi t foreign language 

programs credit for their studies. Working with my New Britain delegation 

colleagues, I successfully advocated for legislation that will give dedicated 

foreign language students the opportunity to take a 

standardized exam and earn up to four credits toward 

their high school graduation. Allowing public school 

students who participate in foreign language classes 

to obtain credit for such courses in private not-for-

profi t schools recognizes the initiative of the 

students and honors the success of the Polish Saturday School, which has 

served New Britain for 47 years.

Prohibiting Unfair Nursing Home Fees 
Under existing law, cable and telephone companies and nursing home operators 

can charge their residents installation fees if they move from one room to 

another in the same facility. Th is practice is unfair to nursing home residents, 

who are frequently asked or forced to change rooms and who then have to pay 

these fees. Our seniors often live on limited means, and nursing home residents 

should not have to worry about a heavy charge from their phone or cable 

company when asked to change rooms. I supported legislation that makes it 

illegal for a nursing home or a service provider to charge these fees when a 

resident moves to a diff erent room in the same facility.



Autism Legislation
Despite autism being the fastest-

growing developmental disability in 

the United States, there is still not 

enough support for those who are 

aff ected by it. Th is legislative session I 

helped to pass a series of bills that will 

improve the quality of life for autistic 

children and give their caregivers 

more support. One new law requires 

education offi  cials to develop a 

statewide plan to incorporate methods 

of teaching 

children with 

autism into 

programs, 

requirements, 

and training. 

Another 

requires health 

insurance 

companies to 

cover therapy 

services for 

those with 

autism and provides support for 

people and their families who may 

not be eligible for state services. 

Keeping Jobs and Tax Revenue in Connecticut
Many Connecticut-based companies are losing state contracts to out-of-state 

companies. Instead of using state contracts to create jobs here, all too often 

multi-million dollar contracts are awarded to consulting fi rms in Arizona, printers 

in Michigan, and so on. I helped to pass a bill that will keep more of our tax dollars 

and jobs in Connecticut. Th e ‘reciprocal preference’ or ‘Golden Rule’ bill levels the 

playing fi eld for local companies competing with 

certain out-of-state companies. Th e bill ensures 

that if another state off ers an advantage to its own 

companies, then we do the same for our 

companies when they try to win a contract with 

the State of Connecticut.

Protecting Homeowners and Our Economy
Th is year, I supported comprehensive legislation designed to keep families in their 

homes and proactively protect our state’s economy from the national subprime 

mortgage crisis. Across the country, quality of life is being diminished, home 

values are plummeting, and families are faced with diffi  cult choices as home 

foreclosure rates have skyrocketed 75 percent since 2006.

About 71,000 Connecticut mortgages are adjustable-rate, high-interest 

subprime mortgages, and 21,000 of those will reset to a higher rate in the next 

12 months. 

Th e legislation we passed created a special loan program which allows the 

Connecticut Housing Finance Authority (CHFA) to purchase home loans from 

lenders and place eligible borrowers on aff ordable 

payment schedules for 30-year 

fi xed-rate mortgages. We also 

re-initiated the state’s Emergency 

Mortgage Assistance Program 

and gave CHFA the authority to 

purchase foreclosed homes to 

create aff ordable and supportive 

housing. Th ese programs will help thousands of Connecticut families and will help 

prevent the mass foreclosures other states have experienced over the past year.

Additionally, we created a foreclosure mediation program for lenders and 

borrowers, established a mortgage crisis job training team, and created new 

restrictions and licensing requirements for mortgage lenders and brokers to 

prevent predatory lending practices in the future. All these initiatives were created 

without increasing state spending.

Tougher Teen Driver 
Requirements & Education
Communities across the state are 

grieving over the loss of young lives in 

tragic automobile accidents. Th e General 

Assembly made several changes this year 

to help prevent fatal accidents involving 

teenage drivers and passengers. Teens 

are now required to spend more time 

behind the wheel before they can get a 

driver’s license and they cannot drive 

with passengers under age 18, who are 

not immediate family, for a year. Teens 

will also face harsh penalties—including 

license suspensions—for driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol or drugs, 

reckless driving, speeding, street racing 

and using a cell phone while driving. 

While we cannot prevent every accident, 

if we can save just one family from 

tragedy, these new laws will be a success.

Criminal Justice Reforms
Crime is an issue that has been on the minds of many state residents for several 

months, and the General Assembly took strong and decisive action this year on a 

variety of criminal justice matters. Th e legislature created the new crime of 

“home invasion,” which carries a 

mandatory 10-year minimum jail term, 

and created a full-time, professional 

Board of Pardons and Parole. We also 

approved doubling and tripling prison 

sentences for the most violent of 

criminals while simultaneously giving 

criminal justice professionals the 

$10 million needed to enhance public safety. Th at money will be used to 

prosecute repeat off enders, track sexual off enders, hire more investigators and 

probation offi  cers, and increase funding for prisoner re-entry programs.

Raising the Minimum Wage
During these tough economic times we took positive action to help working 

families across Connecticut. Th e General Assembly passed legislation to 

increase the state minimum hourly wage from $7.65 to $8.00 beginning 

January 1, 2009 and to $8.25 beginning January 1, 2010. Th e increase would 

have benefi ted nearly 65,000 low income workers in our state and provided 

them with some fi nancial relief from the rising cost of living. Unfortunately, 

the governor vetoed this important legislation.

Allowing Seniors to Receive Care at Home
Many seniors who require long-term care would prefer to receive that care in 

their own home or with a relative caregiver. For many, that is not an option due 

to Medicaid reimbursement rules. A federal program called ‘Money Follows 

the Person’ allows Medicaid funds to ‘follow 

the patient’ from nursing homes to more 

personalized settings. Th e state program can 

currently enroll 700 seniors, but we 

expanded it to accommodate up to 

5,000. Th e state’s reimbursement rate 

for those in the program will climb from 50 to 75 percent for each 

enrollee. Most seniors prefer home care when complete 

independence is no longer possible, and this federal/state 

partnership grants that wish while shoring up 

the state’s fi nances.

State Senator

Donald DeFronzo
6th District LEGISLATIVE  INITIATIVES

Fighting the High Cost of Gasoline and Energy
Connecticut has one of the highest gasoline and energy costs in the nation. While 

we can’t control the world energy market, we can control state taxation. Th is June, 

the legislature will likely repeal the scheduled 

½-percent increase in the gross receipts tax—

which includes gasoline—saving Connecticut tax 

payers approximately $30 million a year. 

Additional proposals are being developed to 

ensure that fi xed-income seniors and people with 

disabilities will continue to have access to fuel 

assistance in the next heating season.


